
 

Summer 2020 
Dear Student,  
 
I am happy to see that you are willing to take on the challenging and exciting endeavor of becoming an AP Language 
and Composition student. As you know AP courses are rigorous, but these courses are beneficial for all college minded 
scholars. In order to keep your mind sharp, there are two readings that need to be completed for the AP Language and 
Composition course that you will be taking in the Fall of 2020. (Please note: AP Language & Composition and 11th grade 
English have different lists. Make sure you are choosing from the AP Lang list. It is included at the end of this document.) 
 

You are expected to read and reflect on these texts independently. Do not use secondary sources to provide you with 
analysis or interpretation (e.g. Sparknotes, CliffsNotes, etc.). All work you submit in this course must be your own original 
work. It is imperative that you read through all of the directions carefully and that you complete all the reading selections 
in a timely manner--pace yourself.  Your Intertextual Journal is due on Turnitin.com by 8am on August 26th.  If you 
have any questions or concerns please feel free to email me before the end of the school year at the following email 
address: jjope@hinghamschools.org 
 
I look forward to meeting you in September and working together next year.   
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Jope  
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AP Language and Composition 

2020-2021 Summer Assignment 
 

1. Obtain and read ALL of the following required text: 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
 

2. Obtain and read ALL of the following required text: 
The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell  
 

3. Register on Turnitin.com: 
a. Class ID: 24360875  Class Password: jope   

4. Register on Google Classroom:  

a. Join Code: wf7dkkz    

Text/Assignment  Purpose Assessment Type & Deadline 

The Scarlet Letter 
By Nathaniel Hawthorne 

● To provide students with a work of fiction 
which contextualizes the Puritans and their 
culture before reading several nonfiction 
pieces linking to similar topics addressed in 
the text.  
 

● To synthesize a classic American Literature 
text with nonfiction in order to establish an 
analytical purpose in studying both genres.   

● Reading Comprehension & Critical Reading Skills 
→Test administered during the first week of 
school.  

● Please Note: A section of the test will assess 
your reading of “The Custom House”. 

 
● Required Intertextual Journal→these entries would 

support your reading and prepare you for future 
discussions and writing. .  

The Wordy Shipmates 
By Sarah Vowell  

● To introduce students to the principles of 
argumentation.  
 

● To provide students with a work that blends 
research, humor and an examination of 
America’s Puritan roots and emergent Ethos.  

● Student Led Discussion & Synthesis Writing 
→Assessments administered during the first 
week of school.  
 

● (Same Assignment) Required Intertextual 
Journal→these entries would support your reading 

and prepare you for future discussions and writing.   

   

 
 
 
 



 

 
REQUIRED Intertextual Journal: Synthesizing Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter & Sarah Vowell’s The Wordy Shipmates 

 
Directions: Pair two quotes together (one from Hawthorne and one from Vowell)  and synthesize a relationship between the 
passages that answers the following questions for each entry. You should make FIVE entries for this assignment (see the required 
formatting below).  Each entry should address a separate question/prompt listed below in the form of a thesis statement, include 
two cited quotations, and offer analytical commentary on both texts.   

 
I. How does each author criticize Puritan ideals, beliefs, practices and visions?  
II. How does each author show reverence for a particular part of humanity?  
III. How does each author present  “American Exceptionalism” in each text?  
IV. How does each author grapple with the role of dissent in society?  
V. How does each author present commentary on a modern dilemma or social issue relevant today?  

 
Additional Directions: Please format your responses using the following outline structure.  You must POST your entries to Google 
Classroom AND Turnitin.com  
 
Entry #1: Rephrase Question I as a thesis statement here. 

A. Direct Quote (Hawthorne #)  

B. Direct Quote (Vowell #)   

1. Analytical Commentary of these two passages that synthesizes a relationship between the readings.  These 

entries should be several sentences in length.  Be sure to close read each quote and highlight specific stylistic 

choices that each author makes to develop a particular purpose.   

 

Entry#2: Rephrase Question II  as a thesis statement here. 

C. Direct Quote (Hawthorne #)  

D. Direct Quote (Vowell #)   

1. Analytical Commentary of these two passages that synthesizes a relationship between the readings.  These 

entries should be several sentences in length.  Be sure to close read each quote and highlight specific stylistic 

choices that each author makes to develop a particular purpose.   

 



 

 

Entry #3: Rephrase Question III as a thesis statement here. 

E. Direct Quote (Hawthorne #)  

F. Direct Quote (Vowell #)   

1. Analytical Commentary of these two passages that synthesizes a relationship between the readings.  These 

entries should be several sentences in length.  Be sure to close read each quote and highlight specific stylistic 

choices that each author makes to develop a particular purpose.   

 

Entry #4: Rephrase Question #4  as a thesis statement here. 

G. Direct Quote (Hawthorne #)  

H. Direct Quote (Vowell #)   

1. Analytical Commentary of these two passages that synthesizes a relationship between the readings.  These 

entries should be several sentences in length.  Be sure to close read each quote and highlight specific stylistic 

choices that each author makes to develop a particular purpose.   

 

Entry #5:  Rephrase Question #5 as a thesis statement here. 

I. Direct Quote (Hawthorne #)  

J. Direct Quote (Vowell #)   

1. Analytical Commentary of these two passages that synthesizes a relationship between the readings.  These 

entries should be several sentences in length.  Be sure to close read each quote and highlight specific stylistic 

choices that each author makes to develop a particular purpose.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Rubric for Intertextual Journal  
 
Profound Critical Reader (detailed, elaborate responses)—90-100:  
A rare, profound critical reading skill is evident.  
Your quotes are relevant, important, thought provoking, and representative of the themes of the work. 
You can “read between the lines” of the text (inference).  
You consider meaning of the text in unique, synthesized, close-readings.  
You create rare, intellectual conversations between the two readings.  
You carry on a sophisticated dialogue between both readings and identify novel ideas.  
You question, agree, disagree, appreciate, and object in rare, collegiate level ways.  
Sentences are grammatically correct with correct spelling and punctuation.  
 
Connected Reader (detailed responses)—80-89:  
An elevated critical reading is evident and you demonstrate a keen ability to close read.  
You include an adequate number of appropriate level entries with emergent critical readings.  
Your quotes are relevant and connect to the themes of the novel.  
Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis.  
You construct a thoughtful interpretation of the text.  
You show some ability to make meaning of what you read.  
You create some new meaning through connections with your own experiences and the text.  
You explain the general significance.  
You raise interesting questions.  
You explain why you agree or disagree with the text.  
 
Thoughtful Reader (somewhat detailed responses)—70-79:  
You include a sufficient number of entries.  
Sentences are mostly correct with only a few careless spelling and grammatical errors.  
You selected quotes that may be interesting to you, but that don’t necessarily connect to the themes of the textl.  
Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis at times.  
You make connections, but explain with little detail.  
You rarely make new meaning from the reading.  
You ask some relevant questions of the text. You may agree or disagree, and generally support your views.  
 
Literal Reader (simple, factual responses)—60-69:  
You include few entries.  
Entries exhibit limited insight with occasional emergent ideas.  
You often accept the text literally.  
You appear to reluctantly invent meaning.  
You make few connections which lack detail.  
You are sometimes confused by unclear or difficult sections of the text. 
 
Limited Reader (perfunctory responses)—below 60: 
You include very few entries.  
Very little effort is evident.  



 

You find the text confusing, but make no attempt to figure it out. You create little or no meaning from the text. You make an occasional connection to the text, and the ideas lack 
development. Sentences contain numerous grammatical and spelling errors. 

 
 

OPTIONAL Dialectical Journal 
 
Background: The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 
question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts we read during this 
course. The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the text you read over the summer and 
demonstrate your critical reading skills while independently reading. Use your journal to incorporate your personal 
responses to the texts, your ideas about the themes we could cover and anticipate for our class discussions. You will find 
that it is a useful way to process what you’re reading, prepare yourself for group discussion, and gather textual evidence 
for future writing.  
 
Procedure: While you read, you could choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left hand column 
of the chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).  In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, 
questions, reflections, analysis, and comments on each passage) Use the form provided and comment on any of the 
following:  

A. Form and Structure: (F&S)What is happening? How much time is covered? What patterns do you notice?  
B. Purpose/Tone/Style/Diction/Syntax: (P,T,S,Di, Syn) 
C. What is the author trying to accomplish? What argument(s) is he/she trying to make?  
D. What is the author’s attitude toward the subject? How is TONE revealed through DICTION and SYNTAX?  
E. Imagery and/or Detail:(I, De) The imagery of a literary work comprises the set of images that appeal to the 

senses. Look for recurring images (light/darkness, colors, clothing, odors, sounds).  
 F.  Point out details (numbers, facts, description) the author uses to support the argument. How are these images 

and/or details used? What emotions do they EVOKE? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

    OPTIONAL Dialectical Journal Entry:  

Directions: To prepare for the upcoming discussions and assessments, you may want to complete sets of these notes to support your reading 
experience. These notes are optional and will not be graded.  

Reading Section: _________________________________________________  

Reference to the Text: “Quotations from the text” 
In the space below, copy direct quotations.  Make sure to include the 
author’s last name followed by the page number in parentheses.  

 

Your Response or Interpretation: “Applications to my writing” 
See the recommendations for analyses in the directions.   You may use the 
prompting questions “A-F” to guide your reading.                            

1.  

2.   

3.   

4.  

5.   

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Hingham Public Schools Summer Reading  

                         AP English Language & Composition (11th grade) 
   Summer 2020 

  (Note: Students in 11th grade American Literature have a separate list.) 

                                                              

Directions: Please obtain (be sure to extend your library rental through September 06) the two required reading selections in advance of the first day of class.  We will have multiple 

assessments pertaining to these readings.  

 

Note: In light of unprecedented circumstances due to Covid-19, if a student has difficulty acquiring a print copy of the required books, they are encouraged to visit the website of the 

Hingham Public Library.The HPL’s website allows you to check out an e-book or access other electronic resources. If you still have trouble acquiring the required books, email Ms. 

Jope, the AP Language & Composition  teacher, at jjope@hinghamschools.org.  

 

Required Texts for Grade 11 AP Language 
 

Author Title  Synopsis 
Hawthorne 

The Scarlet Letter   
An ardent young woman, her cowardly lover, and her aging vengeful husband—these are the central characters in this stark drama 

of the conflict between passion and convention in the harsh world of seventeenth-century Boston. Tremendously moving and rich 

in psychological insight, this dramatic depiction of the struggle between mind and heart illuminates Hawthorne's concern with our 

Puritan past and its influence on American life. Amazon.com Review 
 

Vowell The Wordy Shipmates To this day, America views itself as a Puritan nation, but Sarah Vowell investigates what that means-and what it should mean. 

What she discovers is something far different from what their uptight shoe buckles- and-corn reputation might suggest-a highly 

literate, deeply principled, and surprisingly feisty people, whose story is filled with pamphlet feuds, witty courtroom dramas, and 

bloody vengeance. Amazon.com Review       

 

If you are looking for enriching reading options in addition to your required books, consider these titles! 

Selections 

Author Title Synopsis 

Ackmann  
These Fevered Days: Ten 

Pivotal Moments In The 

Making Of Emily Dickinson 

In These Fevered Days, Martha Ackmann unravels the mysteries of Dickinson’s life through ten decisive episodes that distill her 

evolution as a poet. Ackmann follows Dickinson through her religious crisis while a student at Mount Holyoke, her startling 

decision to ask a famous editor for advice, her anguished letters to an unidentified “Master,” her exhilarating frenzy of 

composition, and her terror in confronting possible blindness. Together, these ten days provide new insights into Dickinson’s 

wildly original poetry and render a concise and vivid portrait of American literature’s most enigmatic figure. From GoodReads 

https://www.hinghamlibrary.org/
https://www.hinghamlibrary.org/236/eBooks-Downloads
mailto:jjope@hinghamschools.org


 

Anzaldua 
Borderlands/La Frontera: 

The New Mestiza 

Rooted in Gloria Anzaldúa's experience as a Chicana, a lesbian, an activist, and a writer, the essays and poems in this volume 

profoundly challenge how we think about identity. Borderlands/La Frontera remaps our understanding of what a "border" is, 

presenting it as a psychic, social, and cultural terrain that we inhabit, and that inhabits all of us. Amazon.com Review 

Ellis The First Family Ellis notes that any study of either John or Abigail is necessarily about them both, and in The First Family his focus is on that 

partnership The letters John and Abigail exchanged are the chief documents. The book examines the strengths of the Adams’ 

marriage as well as the toll taken by their years apart. From Booklist  

 

Goodwin Wait Till Next Year In this memoir historian Doris Kearns Goodwin recounts some wonderful stories about both her family and an era when baseball 

truly was the national pastime that brought whole communities together. The main narrative centers around the sport, but between 

games and seasons, Goodwin also relates the impact of pivotal historical events.  From Library Journal  

Gladwell  
Outliers: The Story of 

Success 

 

In this stunning new book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of ''outliers'' the best and the 

brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that 
we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, 

their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. From Library Journal 

James 
Black Ice: The Val James 

Story 

Val James became the first African American player in the NHL when he signed with the Buffalo Sabres in 1982 and the Toronto 

Maple Leafs in 1987.  Black Ice is the story of a trail-blazing athlete who endured and overcame discrimination to realize his dreams 

and become an inspiration for future generations. Amazon.com Review 

Kendi  Stamped: Racism, Anti 

Racism, And You  

 

*student edition* 

The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that separate and silence. This remarkable 

reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history of racist 

ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now, shows you why we 

feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate 

and distribute, they can also be discredited. From School Library Journal 

Kidder Mountains Beyond 

Mountains 

In some readers, this book about infectious disease specialist Paul Farmer may sow the seeds of humanitarian activism. Farmer's 

goal is nothing less than redressing the "steep gradient of inequality" in medical service to the desperately poor. His work 

establishing a complex of public health facilities on the central plateau of Haiti forms the keystone to efforts that now encompass 

initiatives on three continents. From School Library Journal 

Momaday The Way to Rainy Mountain Mr. Momaday retells the Kiowa myths that he learned from his grandmother, speculates on the actual history they may symbolize, 

and describes, with nostalgia, the Indian life he knew as a child. Atlantic Monthly Review on Amazon.com Review 

Roach  Stiff: The Curious Lives of 
Human Cadavers 

Stiff is an oddly compelling, often hilarious exploration of the strange lives of our bodies postmortem. For two thousand 

years, cadavers―some willingly, some unwittingly―have been involved in science's boldest strides and weirdest 

undertakings. In this fascinating account, Mary Roach visits the good deeds of cadavers over the centuries and tells the 

engrossing story of our bodies when we are no longer with them.  Amazon.com Review 

Ripley  The Smartest Kids In The 

World and How They Got 

That Way 

This well-considered, fact-based book by Ripley examines the factors contributing to the United States' poor global educational 

performance. A great deal is conveyed about the American educational system by comparing it to that of other countries, particularly 

South Korea, Finland, and Poland.  

From Library Journal  

Skloot  The Immortal Life of 

Henrietta Lacks  
 

Like any good scientific research, this beautifully crafted and painstakingly researched book raises nearly as many questions as it 

answers . . . In a time when it’s fashionable to demonize scientists, Skloot generously does not pin any sins to the lapels of the 

researchers. She just lets them be human . . . [and] challenges much of what we believe of ethics, tissue ownership, and 

humanity.” From Science 

Stowe Uncle Tom’s Cabin Though “Uncle Tom” has become a synonym for a fawning black yes-man, Stowe’s Tom is actually American literature’s first 

black hero, a man who suffers for refusing to obey his white oppressors. Uncle Tom’s Cabin is a living, relevant story, passionate 



 

in its vivid depiction of the cruelest forms of injustice and inhumanity—and the courage it takes to fight against them. Amanda 

Claybaugh (Columbia University) on Barnes and Noble.com                         

Tan Saving Fish From Drowning  Drawing from the current political reality in Burma, Amy Tan’s novel poses questions about how we can discern what is real from 

what is fiction and how we can know what to believe. Her provocative tale explores the mind and the heart of the individual, the 

actions we choose, the moral questions we might ask ourselves, and the deeply personal answers we seek when happy endings are 

seemingly impossible. Amazon.com Review 

 


