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Hingham Public Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greetings HPS Community! 
  
New Newsletter Format 
  
With the new year comes a new format for my monthly communication with all of  
you.  In this new format, I will continue my monthly update, but I will be adding 
highlights from across the district.  I sincerely hope you like the new format and hearing 
news from Hingham Public Schools. 
 
Happy New Year! 
Now that the busy month of December has passed, I trust that the Hingham Public School 
community had a chance to rest, relax, and rejuvenate during the school break. No matter how your family 
celebrated the holidays, I hope that you all had a chance to honor your traditions and to spend time with the 
ones you love.  My wife and I were blessed to have a visit from our daughter and her family, including three of 
our grandchildren, ages 5, 3, and 2 months.  Their visit was a reminder to me that no gift is more precious than 
spending time with your children and grandchildren.  My heart is full as I begin 2020, and I wish you all a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year!  
  
Foster School Update 
  
HPS and the Town of Hingham had much to celebrate this past month as on December 11 the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA) voted unanimously to invite the Town of Hingham into its Eligibility Period for 
Foster Elementary.  This is the first exciting step toward replacing Foster Elementary School.  During the Eligibility 
Period, the Administration, School Committee, and the Hingham School Building Committee will be very busy 
completing required documents to move HPS forward in the process.  The invitation into the Eligibility Period 
begins on April 1, 2020 and will end 270 days later on December 28, 2020.  Once the Eligibility Period 
requirements are completed, the MSBA will vote to invite the Town of Hingham into Feasibility, which is the 
beginning phase of construction planning.  Please keep in mind that this is a long process and the earliest that 
the MSBA will vote on any proposed project will be July, 2022.  Once that vote is taken by the MSBA, the voters 
of the Town of Hingham will have to vote to approve the project before any construction can begin.  If all goes 
well, a new school is projected to be ready to open sometime during the 2024-2025 school year.  I will continue 
to update you on this project as information becomes available.  
  
 A Word about Inclement Weather/Communication 
  
As Hingham now enters the heart of the winter months, the potential for inclement weather and a 
snow/weather delay or cancellation is ever increasing. The decision to delay or cancel school has to be made 
very early in the morning to accommodate travel arrangements and to alert those in schools with the earliest 
start times.  In most cases, the decision to cancel will be made and communicated to families by 5:30 a.m. As 
communication with the HPS community is the top priority, a phone call is the most efficient and effective way 
to get the word out.  If for some reason you do not receive a phone message from me, school delays and 
cancellations will also be posted on social media sites and via the local news outlets.  
  

Happy New Year! 

Paul Austin 

 

January 2020 

Paul W. Austin, Ph. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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 Around the Schools 

Very Impressive Numbers at Hingham High School 
Contributed by Principal Swanson 

HPS is always happy to hear about the success of the HHS athletic teams, 
who collectively won more varsity contests than any other school in 
Massachusetts last year.  

Off the field, the HHS math team remains undefeated.  Led by HHS teachers 
Mrs. Blake and Mr. Healey, these mathletes won both of the team’s 6-team 
meets. Having defeated 5 opponents in each meet, the statistics reflect the 
team’s successes as 10-0.  

In other HHS headlines:  

 The HHS DECA Club, an international organization devoted to preparing future business leaders, took a big 
step forward at the District 1 competition in December. Among the many award winners, four will move on 
to the state competition.  

 Two HHS juniors topped a crowded field in the American Legion Voice of Democracy essay and scholarship 
contest in December. One of them will move on to the state competition! 

 No fewer than 28 HHS music students have been accepted into the MA Music Educators Association 
Southeastern Senior District Music Festival. Thirteen of them received recommendations to audition for 
the MMEA All-State Music Festival.  

 The HHS Kindness Club collected and sorted thousands of toiletries for donation to My Sister and Brother’s 
Keepers for distribution to Boston’s homeless. Another way for HHS students to make a difference! 

 With $1000 and lots of coupons, HHS math students delivered $2000 worth of groceries to the Hingham 
Food Pantry this holiday season. When math skills are put to use in service to others, amazing things 
happen!  

 More than 30 students were honored at the 5th Andrew Warhaftig “Catching Kindness” Awards. This great 
new tradition underscores some of our school’s most essential values.  

 

It’s the Middle of Middle School for Hingham Seventh Graders 
Contributed by Principal Smith 

On January 24, students in grade seven will be exactly halfway through their three years of middle school! They’ll 
celebrate the “middle of middle school” by taking time to reflect on how much they’ve grown and changed in 
their time at HMS and think about where they may be headed in the next year and a half.  “Middle” themed 
lessons and activities will be the highlight of the day. 

Additionally, HMS has begun preparation for the school’s annual spring 
musical, with auditions taking place on January 13th and 14th. This year's 
production will be the musical adaptation of the classic children's novel, The 
Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Each year, the spring musical 
brings together upwards of 150 HMS students in all three grade levels, who 
work together with faculty members on every aspect of the production: lead 
roles, small ensembles, a larger chorus, and even set construction, backstage 
crew, and lights and sound. The Secret Garden will be performed in the HMS 
Auditorium on April 2 and 3, 2020. 

On the social side, the HMS Ski Club headed to Pats Peak for a day of skiing and riding on January 4. This outdoor 
event begins the 18th year of Hingham Middle School students heading to the slopes. The ski club is one of many 
clubs and activities that enables HMS students to be more connected to their peers and their school.  

The HHS Math Team 
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It’s Elementary … 

To The East 
Contributed by Principal Keady 

At East School, the 5th Grade Band, Strings and Chorus performed for their families and the entire East School 
community at the annual winter concert. Additionally, students 
enjoyed the Snowflake sale organized by the East School PTO. The first 
grade students entertained the entire school during All School 
Meeting.  

In 2020 news, East’s annual coat drive wrapped up during the first 
week in January and fourth graders are looking forward to a visit with 
author Greg Mone on January 31st.   

               

Foster School Focuses on Service to Others 
Contributed by Principal Wilcox 

December was a busy and exciting month at Foster School.  Fifth grade elves helped younger students shop at 
the December Holly Fair while the Band, Strings, and Chorus performed 
for families during their winter concert. Hingham’s own Michael Page, a 
meteorologist with NBC10, met with the kindergarten students. 

To focus on service to others, Foster School teamed with the Hingham 
Veterans Services to hold a collection drive for veterans and their 
families. Students also collected canned goods and food for the Hingham 
Food Pantry.  

On January 16th, Foster School will be holding a Math and Technology 
night for families.  Foster will also be celebrating the students who took part in Math Olympics during our All 
School Meeting.  

 

‘Tis the Season to be Generous at PRS 
Contributed by Principal Smith 

December’s theme at PRS was "Generosity."  Students and staff were encouraged to be generous with their 
hearts, their time and their kind words. Throughout the month, there were many ways 
that generosity from the heart was demonstrated. Some students assembled toiletry bags 
for Friends of the Homeless South Shore, while others collected food items for the 
Hingham Food Pantry. All students wrote holiday cards for organizations in our 
community such as the Senior Center, the Police Department, the Fire Department, and 
residents at the Harbor House and Boston Children's Hospital. This personal engagement 
was a great way to spread cheer during the holiday season.  

2020 brings some new and exciting enrichment programs to the students at PRS! The 
Museum of Science will be conducting experiments to help students explore the 

properties of electricity and magnetism and learn how the two are related. Also, storyteller Valerie Tutson brings 
to life a combination of tales from Africa, the Caribbean, and the Americas. She draws upon her travel 
experiences to help students discover the rich beauty, humor and enchantment of myths, folktales and historical 
stories indigenous to these areas. 
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“Beeing” Kinder than Necessary at South 
Contributed by Principal Eastwood 

At South School, 2019 came to a close with wonderful school-wide activities and learning opportunities including 
Holidays Around the World, projects about destinations in the Western 
Hemisphere, a display of electrical know-how entitled Box City and an art 
show.  A ballet demonstration and holiday school concert topped off the 
month. South School showed its charitable side by sponsoring a drive for 
the Food Pantry and participating in a town-wide collection of toiletries for 
the homeless. The South village continues to thrive and live out the theme 
of “Beeing Kinder than Necessary”!  

 

2020 brings many exciting events to anticipate. At the end of January, 
South will celebrate the students who participated in the 10-week Math 
Olympics Program that began in October. It’s wonderful to see the great 
progress that the children have made to date!   

 

 

In Closing - A Message from the School Committee 
Contributed by Chair Michelle Ayer 

As the calendar year comes to a close, the Hingham School Committee 
reflected on the many academic, artistic, and athletic accomplishments 
of our students and acknowledges with gratitude and admiration the 
commitment of the HPS faculty and staff who dedicate their careers to 
ensuring student success. Recognizing the accomplishments of our 
students and the inspiring work of our faculty and staff was an uplifting 
way to end the year. 
 
With the start of the new year, the school committee begins work on 
the school budget. While the budget process may not seem quite as 
uplifting as our students and staff, it is vitally important work to ensure 
we are adequately and appropriately funding our schools to meet the 

needs of all students. While tax revenues are limited, the costs of educating our students continues to increase 
and it is imperative that student needs are met. As we begin to set budget priorities, we welcome public input 
during this important process and encourage you to attend budget meetings and/or to reach out to the school 
committee members (contact information is on the HPS website). Weekly budget workshop meetings are 
scheduled each Thursday in January (January 9, 16, 23, and 30) at 7PM in the School Department conference 
room at Town Hall. Meetings are open to the public. 
 
On behalf of the Hingham School Committee, we wish you a Happy New Year and thank you for your continued 
support of the Hingham Public Schools. 
 

Happy New Year from the HPS School 

Committee 

https://hinghamschools.com/school-committee/

