
Hingham Public Schools
Summer Reading K-5

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Thank you for supporting your child throughout the year by encouraging reading at home. Summer

reading is crucial to maintaining students’ literacy skills. You can continue this literacy support by

making sure that your child has many opportunities to read and write throughout the summer.

The attached resource list includes some book suggestions and other related links for you and your

family’s reading enjoyment. You can access the live links on the Hingham Public Schools website and

on your school’s website. As always, the Hingham Public Library is a wonderful resource for materials

and programs to foster reading. Students in grades K-5 are invited to make choices from the attached

resource list. This year, in addition to their choices, all students entering grades 4 and 5 are required

to read the following selections:

Grade 5: The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Grade 4: Frindle by Andrew Clements

To help your child select appropriate books for his/her reading level, follow the Five Finger Rule.

● Choose a passage (or book) of about 100 words.

● When your child comes to a word that he/she cannot pronounce correctly, ask him/her to put

up a finger.

● If your child reaches the fifth finger, the book is too difficult.  Choose a different book.

Remember to balance independent reading with read-alouds. If a book is too difficult for your child,

feel free to read it to him/her and encourage a different book for independent reading. Fluent readers

still like to be read to and to listen to audio books. For older readers, be cautious that your child is not

choosing books beyond his/her maturity level. Both librarians and the reputable websites listed here

are great sources of information in this area.

Proficient readers read lots of different types of texts. Read books or brochures about places where

you may travel. Keep a journal of a special day or vacation. The library contains a wonderful collection

of age-appropriate newspapers and magazines that children can read in order to learn interesting

facts and information about their world. Don’t forget to encourage reading comprehension by talking

with your children about their books or asking them questions about the stories they are reading.

Thank you for your support. Have a summer filled with many reading adventures!

Mary Andrews

Director of English/Reading K-12

mandrews@hinghamschools.org

mailto:hsilva@hinghamschools.org


Hingham Public Schools
Summer Reading K-5

Award-Winning Titles

2022 Caldecott Medal

Watercress, Andrea Wang, author; Jason Chin, illustrator.

“Driving through Ohio in an old Pontiac, a young girl’s parents stop suddenly when they spot watercress

growing wild in a ditch by the side of the road. Grabbing an old paper bag and some rusty scissors, the whole

family wades into the muck to collect as much of the muddy, snail covered watercress as they can. Andrea

Wang tells a moving autobiographical story of a child of immigrants discovering and connecting with her

heritage, illustrated by award winning author and artist Jason Chin, working in an entirely new style, inspired

by Chinese painting techniques.” (from Penguin Random House description)

2022 Newbery Medal

The Last Cuentista, by Donna Barba Higuera

“The Last Cuentista follows a girl named Petra Peña who flees Earth with a few hundred others as a comet is

about to destroy the planet. The passengers sleep during the 300-year journey to a new planet. When Petra

awakes, she discovers that those in charge have erased the travelers’ memories of Earth. Somehow she missed

the reprogramming and aims to share the stories of the past to help the surviving humans move forward.” (from

The Washington Post) "The brilliance of Higuera’s narrative is that it shows rather than tells us the power of story.

As Petra shares her tales and they guide her shipmates out of darkness, readers will find corners of their own

hearts illuminated as well.” (from The New York Times) [Note: Book recommended for “middle readers” 10 and older.]

2022 Coretta Scott King Award (John Steptoe Award for New Talent)

The Me I Choose To Be, Natasha Anastasia Tarpley, author; Regis and Kahran Bethencourt, illustrators.

“In this ‘exquisite’ (Shelf Awareness) ‘affirming’ (Kirkus), and ‘empowering visual essay’ (Publishers Weekly)

the bestselling author of I Love My Hair! joins forces with the dynamic photography duo behind Glory to

create a stunning celebration of the many things you can be! (from Barnes and Noble.com)

Helpful Websites

http://www.readingrockets.org/ http://www.commonsensemedia.org

http://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/childrens https://www.scholastic.com/home

Start a Series!

A-Z Mysteries Elephant and Piggy The Mysterious Benedict Society

Alex Rider Eyewitness Nate the Great

Allie Finkle Frog and Toad Percy Jackson

The American Girl Geronimo Stilton The Spiderwick Chronicles

Artemis Fowl Harry Potter Warriors

Bounders I Survived Who Was…?

Clementine Ivy and Bean Zach Files

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Magic Tree House …and others!

More Reading Ideas

Start a Book Club!

school.familyeducation.com

Summer Fun/Ideas (Check out the library!)

hinghamlibrary.org/

http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.goodreads.com/list/tag/childrens
https://www.scholastic.com/home
http://school.familyeducation.com/reading-fun/clubs-and-organizations/38459.html
http://www.hinghamlibrary.org/

