
HINGHAM SCHOOL COMMITTEE
November 14, 2022 at 7:00 PM

Meeting Minutes

School Committee Chair Michelle Ayer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, and began by thanking the
community for its support in voting to approve the construction of a new Foster Elementary School.

School Committee members present: Chair Michelle Ayer, Vice-Chair Nes Correnti, Secretary Jen Benham,  Tim
Dempsey, Alyson Anderson, Matt Cosman

School Committee members participating remotely: Kerry Ni

School Committee members absent: none

This meeting incorporated the use of the OWL camera to broadcast the meeting via Zoom.

Central Office Members present: Superintendent Dr. Margaret Adams, Interim Assistant Superintendent Kathryn
Roberts, and Director of Business and Support Services Aisha Oppong
Also present: Executive Assistant Sherry Robertson, and Student Advisory Representative Nathan Tesler

Visitors present: Mary Eastwood, Lori Jacobs, Dave Jewett, Erica Pollard, Michelle Romano, Jacqueline Beaupre,
Laura Falvey, Nancy Bucey, Katie Osterman, Susan Willison, Karen Kremer, Greg Lamothe, Melissa Smith, Joann
Bellis, Mary Andrews, Kim O’Brien, Eugene Buczynski, Leanne Turnak, and Tracy Manning.
Remote Visitors: There were approximately 10  people participating remotely.

Michelle Ayer read the following statement for those participating by zoom. This meeting is being offered
remotely as an alternate means of public access pursuant to an Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts
dated March 12, 2020 Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law. Attendees were advised that the
meeting and all communications during the meeting may be recorded by the Town of Hingham in accordance
with the Open Meeting Law.
Any participant who wished to record the meeting was asked to notify the chair at the start of the meeting in
accordance with M.G.L. c. 30A, § 20(f) so that the chair may inform all other participants of said recording. Chair
Ayer advised that the Harbor Media was recording the session. No other participants indicated that they would be
recording the meeting.

Approval of minutes
On a motion by Nes Correnti and seconded by Jen Benham

● It was voted to approve the minutes of the School Committee meeting workshop held on September 17,
2022

Michelle Ayer - aye
Jen Benham  - aye
Nes Correnti - aye
Tim Dempsey - aye
Kerry Ni - aye
Alyson Anderson - aye

Matt Cosman – aye

On a motion by Nes Correnti and seconded by Jen Benham



● It was voted to approve the minutes of the School Committee meeting held on October 24, 2022

Michelle Ayer - aye
Jen Benham  - aye
Nes Correnti - aye
Tim Dempsey - aye
Kerry Ni - aye
Alyson Anderson - aye

Matt Cosman – abstain

Questions and Comments
There were no public questions or comments at this time.

Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Adams reported on several news items in the district which included:

● The Hingham Middle School recently celebrated its One Book, One School Day with Varsha Bajaj, author of

Count Me In. The book was assigned as summer reading to all middle school students and the author’s

visit was funded by a grant provided by the Hingham Education Foundation.

● Dr. Adams reviewed a memo received from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”) Board

of Directors, stating that at the October 26th meeting, they reviewed and supported a staff

recommendation to temporarily pause the MSBA’s Accelerated Repair Program (the “ARP”) and not accept

ARP Statements of Interest (“SOIs”) in 2023. The ARP provides funding for the repair or replacement of

roofs, windows, and boilers in schools that are otherwise structurally, functionally, and educationally

sound.

● Dr. Adams discussed a letter received from the states Operational Services Division which has given an

estimate of a 14% increase in the cost of out of district Special Education Costs for FY’24.

● Interim Assistant Superintendent Kathryn Roberts noted the Professional Development Course Catalog

that was shared with the School Committee was in the meeting packet. She thanked the educators who

provided input to help develop the offerings and to align them with the Strategic Plan.

Communications

Communications Received by the Superintendent
Dr. Adams noted that in the meeting packet she shared a memo from the State Auditor which explains how things
are funded as a way to help plan for the budget process.

Student Communications
Student Representative Nathan Tesler reported that the Student Advisory Committee is working on reinstituting a
community service requirement at the High School. He also congratulated the Hingham High School Girls’ Soccer
team for winning the championship for the 6th year.

Other Communications
Kerry Ni stated that she had received emails regarding salaries for paraeducators, and stated that the Salary and
Negotiations Subcommittee is working with Unit B, the paraeducator unit. She added that they have a meeting in
early December to begin negotiations for the next contract.

Michelle Ayer stated that she received communication from the Town Manager, Tom Mayo, about the
establishment of a Mental Health Awareness Team, of which there will be two members to represent the schools.



Unfinished Business
none

New Business

KIA Elementary Strings Pilot Program

Fine Arts Director Joann Bellis was present to explain the program which will take place afterschool during the KIA

program. Ms. Bellis stated that she is hoping to be able to pilot 3 sessions of group lessons. The Committee asked

questions about cost and transportation. Dr. Adams stated that parents will provide transportation and the

program is contingent on finding instructors.

On a motion by Nes Correnti and seconded by Jen Benham
● It was voted to approve the piloting of the strings program

Michelle Ayer - aye
Jen Benham  - aye
Nes Correnti - aye
Tim Dempsey - aye
Kerry Ni - aye
Alyson Anderson - aye

Matt Cosman – aye

KIA Pre-K Foster Spanish Immersion Program

Foreign Language Director Erica Pollard was present and explained that the proposed program would take place at

Foster Elementary with about 20 students. She explained that the day would include partial Spanish immersion and

that registration would be done by lottery. The Committee asked questions about the space being used, tuition,

and teacher pay.

On a motion by Nes Correnti and seconded by Jen Benham
● It was voted to approve the pilot Pre-K Spanish Immersion program

Michelle Ayer - aye
Jen Benham  - aye
Nes Correnti - aye
Tim Dempsey - aye
Kerry Ni - aye
Alyson Anderson - aye

Matt Cosman – aye

South Elementary School: School Improvement Plan

South Elementary School Principal Mary Eastwood and Assistant Principal Lori Jacobs presented updates on the

progress made at South Elementary School. Ms. Eastwood reviewed the progress of the goals from the 2021-2022

school year as well as the goals for the current 2022-2023 school year. Ms. Eastwood thanked the Staff at South

Elementary School, as well as the PTO, School Council, and students and families for their efforts and input.

Plymouth River Elementary School: School Improvement Plan

Plymouth River Elementary School Principal Gregory Lamothe and Assistant Principal Melissa Smith gave a

presentation reviewing the goals and accomplishments from the 2021-2022 school year, and reviewed the goals for



the 2022-2023 school year. Mr. Lamothe shared before and after photos of the windows project and thanked all of

those who helped get the project completed. He also thanked the staff at Plymouth River, as well as the PTO,

School Council, students, and families for their effort and input.

2022 MCAS Data

Interim Assistant Superintendent Kathryn Roberts introduced the presentation of the recent MCAS data, assisted by

Director of Mathematics Dave Jewett, Director of ELA Mary Andrews, and Interim Director of Science Michelle

Romano. Each Curriculum Director presented the findings in their subject area. The Committee asked questions

about state comparisons and performance of students with disabilities and high needs students.

First Quarter Financial Update

Director of Business and Support Services Aisha Oppong gave an update of the first quarter FY ’23 budget detailing

expenses, forecasts, and encumbrances during the time frame of July 1, 2022-September 30, 2022.

MASC Conference

Kerry Ni discussed the MASC Conference and noted the passing of the resolutions that took place. The 2022

resolutions were discussed and voted on during a previous meeting. Committee members Tim Dempsey, Alyson

Anderson, and Nes Correnti also attended the MASC conference and discussed the topics of the seminars they

attended.

Subcommittee and Project Reports/Warrants Signed

● Kerry Ni reported that the Middle School council met on October 27th and that the council is looking at the

student handbook and school improvement plan.

● Tim Dempsey reported that the HEF Spelling Bee was a success last week and the Hingham Human Rights

Committee will be meeting on November 30th. He also reported that the Special Education Subcommittee

will be meeting on December 1st and the Academic Programming Committee will meet on December 8th.

● Alyson Anderson reported that both the Climate Action Planning Committee and the Hingham Arts

Alliance have Grant information on their website and will be having a fundraiser in March.

● Matt Cosman reported that the East School Council has an upcoming meeting.

● Jen Benham reported that she attended a recent SNAP meeting and that she attended a recent meeting of

the South School Council.

● Nes Correnti reported that there are financial warrants in the meeting packet.

● Michelle Ayer reported that the High School Council has a meeting this week, and that she and Matt

Cosman will be attending the upcoming Plymouth River School PTO meeting

Dr. Adams also noted that there is an upcoming training session for School Council members on November 17th.

She also reported that the district will be receiving free Covid tests from the state and they will be available for

families.

Other items as may not reasonably be known 48 hours in advance of the meeting
None

On a motion by Nes Correnti and seconded by Jen Benham
● It was voted: To adjourn at 10:28 PM

Michelle Ayer – aye
Nes Correnti - aye
Jen Benham – aye
Kerry Ni - aye
Tim Dempsey – aye



Alyson Anderson - aye
Matt Cosman – aye

Respectfully Submitted By: Jen Benham




